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Tue NationaL MEETING. 





In our advertisement pages will be found an 


announcement giving some details of the arrange- 


ments for the meeting at Leeds next month. The 


‘titles and authorship of the papers are sufficiently 


attractive to make us hope fora good attendance, 


-especially of men who are engaged in active practice 


and are in a position to add to our professional 


‘knowledge from that store of clinical observation 


which is so essential in ‘‘ proving the sum ”’ after it 


‘has been worked out in the laboratory. 


The paper by Prof. Williams will be interesting to 
most of us. The interest of the other papers centres 
upon diseases affecting dairy cattle, and this is oppor- 


‘tune. A few days after the Leeds meeting will follow 


the Conference of Veterinarians at Dublin, at which 
tuberculosis again occupies the prominent position, 


and in other directions there are movements which 


show that we, asa profession, must endeavour to keep 
our place in the line which is steadily closing in upon 
this disease. 


Horse Morrauity 1n Nata. 


Amongst our extracts last week was one under 
this heading indicating a state of aftairs which should 
belong to ancient history. For years past the Army 
Veterinary Department has been growing in the 
appreciation of both the Home and Indian Govern- 
ments, and the professional knowledge of its officers 
has been accepted with advantage to the finances and 
a diminution of suffering to the animals concerned. 
But the statement of our contemporary seems to show 
a lack of appreciation—or something else—which 
should be altered. It says that the losses in three 
regiments in the first three months of the year have 
been 20, 70, and 65, total 155, of the estimated value 
of £3400, from “horse sickness” alone, exclusive of 
ordinary diseases and accidents. Further, that the 
ponies picketted in the open lost 53 per cent. of their 
number, whilst the cavalry horses, for the most part 
in stables, lost only about 2 per cent ; and adds “‘ the 
authorities refuse to erect even rough stables, urging 
that they have neither the means nor the authority to 
enable them to do so,” At the highest estimate, that 
of the R. E., the amount lost would have covered the 


cost of stables for three times the number of horses 
required, 


‘“ DOCKING.” 
By Srepuen Bexson, M.R.C.V.S., Hereford. 


So many of your correspondents have written on 
this subject in support of the operation that it is 
desirable those of us who regard it, in the majority of 
cases, as quite unnecessary should declare ourselves 
and give our reasons. 

In respect to the “‘object’’ of docking, I contend 
that the wholesale manner in which it is carried out 
on all classes of horses goes a long way to prove that 
it is a matier of fashion only; also the total absence, 
in most cases, of any attempt at justification for the 
operation on the part of those who demand it, and if 
a reason is given the bulk will be the undesirable 
length of the dock compared with that which will 
make the animal appear smart. 

In some few animals the tail is carried to an extent 
on one side, or the tip is curved upwards, and so offers 
a reason more or less justifiable for cutting a portion 
off as a remedy for the deformity. 

It is most constantly urged that there is great 
danger in driving a horse with a long dock, and there 
is much difficulty in controverting this as the majority 
of horses are docked, but in my personal experience it 
has been docked horses which have got their tails 
over the reins. The remedy I have adopted is a 
higher rail to carry the reins out of danger. It would 
be interesting and instructive to ascertain from your 
readers the comparative number of accidents which 
have resulted from driving undocked horses as such, 
and from putting a docked horse into harness before 
the wouud was sufficiently healed. 

Supposing a semblance of excusoa exists for docking 
harness horses, what is to be said of saddle horses 
and, most ridiculous of all, cart horses ? 

As regards the “ result’’ of the operation I am 
quite sure that the pain lasts in a modified degree 
for years, in proof I would instance the pain in a limb 
or portion after amputation, and in my own experience 
an injury on the cheek where skin remained adherent 
to the bone, causing pain for twenty years every time 
the muscles moved in the neighbourhood. Anatomi- 
cally it is also improbable that an amputated stump 
can be quite painless, as the muscles heal to the bone 
by adventitious tissue instead of natural tendon. 
The quivering of docked tails in horses which have 
been excited is most marked in contrast with the un- 
docked. 

So far as our profession is concerned, I hope we 
have sufficient humanity to abstain from carrying out 
or advising any course of conduct which entails 
suffering to animals merely for the purpose of gain- 








ing a fee, and in this instance a small one, and 
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attended with a higher proportion of danger to our- 
selves than usual. 

My own practice is to advise everyone to ab- 
stain from docking a horse except in cases of de- 
formity, and especially owners of young animals, 
and I rejoice to know that in many instances the 
advice is taken, and, at any rate, a respite is given. 
At present if the owner insists I dock the animal, 
but always with a sincere desire that the time may 
soon come when he shall see the error of his way, as 
he already has done in the matter of bearing reins, to 
which, in my opinion, the custom bears a much 
nearer resemblance than even to nicking or cropping. 

When subscriptions were asked on behalf of the 
Halifax case I gladly sent my guinea, with an ex- 
pressed wish that the “custom” as distinguished 
from ‘necessity’? of docking migh® be declared 
illegal. 

Will you kindly excuse the length of this letter, but, 
out of sympathy with the equine race and in defence 
of the humanitarian character of our profession, I 
desire to prove that Mr. Flook is in error when he 
supposes there is but one exception to the (supposed) 
universal desire of the profession to retain wholesale 
docking. I hope that others may be led to express 

their opinions against the practice. 








SUCCESSFUL TREATMENT OF SCIRRHOUS 
CORD WITH IODIDE OF POTASSIUM. 


By H. A. Suzuivan, Vet.-Lieut., A.V.D., Officia- 
ting Principal, Lahore Veterinary College. 


In your issue of June 4th, under the above heading, 
Mr. Walker, of Alton, describes the successful treat- 
ment of a case of scirrhous cord. Having given this 
drug for some years in cases of scirrhous cord and 
actinomycosis with great success, I can quite endorse 
all that Mr. Walker has to say concerning it, and, 
personally, I never now break chain and wire 
ecraseurs (and use naughty little cuss words) as I 

once used to do, in my endeavours to remove these 
growths by surgical interference, but resort at once to 
the administration of this drug, which I have so far 
never known to fail. So high an opinion of it have 
I that I believe were we to prescribe it from the time 
or prior to the operation, until the wounds had healed 
we me never have any more trouble with scirrhous 
cord. 

I was very successful with this drug in all cases of 
actinomycosis, giving 4 oz. morning and evening 
internally, and dressing the affected part with the 
following : 


R Liq. Lodi. Riv. 
Acidi Carbol. iv. 
Glycerine i. 
Ft. lotio. 4 3 


iver since I have been out in this count 
ry lh 

treated bursattee in the same way, and I ete coies 
come across a case of bursattee that did not readily 
Ce to this treatment, the parts being freely scraped 

_ the application of the lotion. 

ave just received a very excellent work entit] 

“WV ° ” ae ed 

Veterinary Pathology,” by F riedberger and Fréhner, 


translated by Captain Hayes, and from it I quote the 
following on the subject of scirrhous cord and its 
treatment :—‘‘ Botryomycosis in Horses. — Rivolta 
was the first to find in the spermatic cord of castrated 
horses fungi, which he termed discomyces equi, and 
which he connected with actinomyces. These fungi 
were minutely described by Rabe as micrococcus 
botryogenus, and by Johne as micrococcus ascofor- 
mans. They produce mycotic hypertrophy of the 
connective tissue, especially in the spermatic cord 
(scirrhous cord) skin of the neck and shoulders, and 
on the extremities. They do not belong to the ray 
fungi but to the micrococci. Bollinger, who found 
them also in multiple fibromatous nodules in the 
lungs of horses, proposed the name ‘ botryomycosis” 
(grape-shaped colonies) from this disease. Kitt ob- 
tained from the cultivation from the botryomyces 
tufts which closely resembled staphylococcus aureus, 
and found that their pure cultivations produced in 
the skin of the horse abscesses and proliferations 
which closely resembled microfibromata. Hell con- 
siders botrymyces to be simply tufts composed of pus 
and cocci. He succeeded on every occasion in culti- 
vating staphylococcus pyogenes from them. In 
horses and cattle the botryomyces are found in the 
spermatic cord, skin, lungs, and not rarely in the 
udder. Observers have found among horses new 
growths in the superior maxilliary sinus, and in the 
tail multiple tumours extensively disseminated over 
the entire skin ; and infection of the muscles, bones, 
pleura, connective tissue of the pelvic cavity, uterus, 
etc. This fungus is met with in the spermatic cord 
of pigs. It is stated that iodide of potassium exer- 
cises a specific curative effect on this disease (Thom- 
assen, Sigmund, and others).”’ 

Capt. Hayes, in a footnote, recommends the em- 
ployment of larger doses than are usually employed, 
and my experience concurs with this. Nothing less 
than 4 oz. doses are in my opinion any use, and any- 
thing from this to 2 oz. daily may be given with 
impunity. I generally regulate the dose according to 
the size of the growth, and the length of time it has 
manifested itself. If, for instance, I find any ter 
dency to scirrhous cord in a case on which | have 
operated, and in which I am in constant attendance, 

I prescribe 4 oz. of iodide of potassium in ten ounces 
of water. If, however, it is not my own case, and 
comes to me some time after the animal was Ca 
trated, and there is great enlargement of the cord, 

do not hesitate to give an ounce of potass. iodide 
morning and evening, in a pint of water. 

Hayes quotes a case of actinomycosis of the tongv® 
of a racehorse, in which he gave as much as 52 045: 
in 88 days. The case made a good recovery. 

Iodide of potassium being excreted by the kidneys 
and skin, it may, if long continued without inter™* 
sion, cause some difficulty in urination. It should 
then be discontinued for a few days. 

Though this letter was mainly meant to 
the action of iodide of potassium in reducing sci 


deal with 
rrhous 


| cord, I have incidentally referred to two other ¢* 


eases in which iodide of potassium, given inter? y 
has given excellent results in my hands as 4 on 
struent (actinomycosis and bursattee), and I wou 





now mention a third—lymphangitis and elephantias* 
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.cosis, don’t be afraid to use this drug in compara- 


| Was called to a cow that had “ put its shoulder out,” 


=; Upon arrival, found a red shorthorn cow, third 
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In this I generally prescribe it in conjunction with 


liquor arsenicalis, as follows :— 
: Potass lodidi | 


Potass Carb. -aa iv. 
Liq. Arsenicalis j 

Spts. Nitr. eth. 31. 

Aqua. ad. 5X. 


Ft. lot. 
In conclusion, I would say that if you are dealing 
with bad cases of either scirrhous cord or actinomy- 


tively large doses. 








SCHMIDT’S TREATMENT OF MILK FEVER 





Upon reading the article on the treatment of milk 
fever, by “‘ Schmidt,”’ in your issue of January Ist, I 
determined to give it a trial, and looked forward 
anxiously for a case, as | had had the worst possible 
restilts from the sedative treatment. I append a 
description of the cases as they occurred, from which 
it will be seen I have had five recoveries and one 
‘death in six cases; a percentage with which I am 
well satisfied, the third case particularly demonstrat- 
ing the utility of the pot. iodid. injection, as no other 
treatment was submitted until the cow got up, unless, 
a8 Mr. Barron suggested, it was ‘“‘ Nature,” and not 
the injection which produced the desired result. 

I used as a syringe an ordinary two-ounce glass 
male syringe, on to the nozzle of which I fixed about 
four inches of india-rubber tubing, as supplied for 
feeding bottles, binding the other end of the tubing 
tightly round a teat-syphon—a simple inexpensive 
‘arrangement which answers admirably, and I inject 
two syringes full of the solution, and one syringe-full 
of air. I never aliow a draught to be given (except- 
ing through a probang) if a cow has difficulty in 
swallowing, as I believe a very large percentage of 
‘cows affected with milk féver are killed by being 
‘choked by attendants drenching them when they are 
unable to swallow. I have had no case of mammitis 
following the injection, and although the secretion of 
milk has been very considerably diminished at the 
time all cases have come to their milk within a week. 

Case No, 1.—A half-bred Alderney cow, fourth calf, 
-calved Thursday, March 24th, 8 a.m.,and was found 
down and semi-conscious at 6 a.m. Friday, 25th. I 
attended at 7.30 and administered draught containing 
mag. sulph. lb. i., aloe Barb. 5vi. ; drew off the urine 
with catheter and emptied rectum. | injected into 
each teat pot. iodid. 38s. in four ounces of cold water, 
and left ammon. carb. 4i., doses to be given every 
two hours if the cow was unable to swallow, with 
the usual instructions with regard to position, cloth- 
Ing, ete. ; also that the udder should not be touched 
until the cow got up, when she was to be milked 
‘at once. Attending at 7.30 p-m. I found the cow up, 
tim. been up an hour, when she was milked, giving 

ree pints. She came to her milk in three days 
and did well. 


Case No. IIT.—On Friday, April 8th, at 3 p.m., I 


about in a very characteristic manner. Not being 
equipped for milk fever, I was obliged to return 
home, and at 4.30 p.m. I found the cow down, un- 
able to rise. I proceeded with the treatment precisely 
as in case No.1. At 10 p.m.I found the cow still 
down, unconscious, and fairly quiet. 1 again emptied 
bladder and rectum, and left ammon. carb. as before. 
At 7 a.m. Saturday, 9th, | found the cow up, she 
having gradually recovered consciousness, and got up 
at 2.30 a.m., when she was milked, but gave very 
little. She came to her milk in a few days, and was 
no further trouble. 

Case No. 11J,—An Alderney cow, eighth or ninth 
calf, calved on Friday, April 15th, 10 a.m., and was 
found down at 6 a.m. Saturday, 16th, and was given 
by owner mag. sulph. lb.ss. ; later she was found to 
be unconscious, and was thought to be dying, the 
owned never having seen a case of milk fever. In 
the evening a horse and cart was brought round to 
take her to the slaughterer’s yard, as they thought 
she was dead ; but when they found she still breathed 
they decided to leave her until morning, but when on 
Sunday morning she was still alive, I was sent for, 
and attended a 7.30 a.m., and found the cow perfectly 
unconscious and unable to swallow, and taking into 
consideration the age of the cow, and the fact that 
she had been down for over 26 hours, I injected pot. 
iodid. 5i. into each teat in four ounces of cold water 
by way of experiment. I drew off a gallon of urine, 
and emptied the rectum of hard, blood-stained feces. 
No medicine was administered per orem, and | 
was greatly surprised at 4.30 p.m. to find the cow up 
and eating, she having been up half-an-bour. 1 re- 
moved more hard, stained feces from rectum, and ad- 
ministered mag. sulph. lb i., aloe Barb. 3vi. At 7 a.m. 
Monday, I found the cow up; the bowels not having 
acted I repeated the draught, mag. sulph. lbi., aloe 
Barb. 3vi. The bowels acted in the evening, but not 
immoderately. Very little milk could be obtained 
from the cow, and she was seven or eight days before 
she gave her normal quantity, but afterwards did 
well. 

Case No. 1V.—A red shorthorn cow, 8th calf, calved 
Thursday, June 2nd, at 2p.m. Mag. sulph, lb i. was 
given at 4 p.m. by owner. I was called at 6.30 a.m. 
on Friday morning, June 3rd, and found the cow 
staggering about. I treated her the same as cases 
Nos. 1 and 2. As she was near at hand I saw her 
frequently, and drew off the urine, and emptied the 
rectum every eighthours. At 3 p.m. she was unable 
to swallow, and the draughts were given through the 
probang, Ammon. carb. 3i. every four hours after 





3pm. At 7 a.m. June 4th, the cow was still 
down, and the injection into the udder was repeated, 
but the cow died at 11.30 a.m. without having gained 
consciousness. 

Case No. V.—-Red shorthorn cow, 3rd calf, calved 
Tuesday, June 14th,6.30a.m. Wednesday morning, 
at 8 a.m. I was called and found the cow on her legs 
but very unsteady. An aperient drink had been given 
by the owner the previous evening, and the boweis 
were acting freely, so that I did not administer 
aperient drink, otherwise I treated her as cases 1, 2, 
and 4. She went down at 9 a.m., an hour after the 





that had calved 26 hours previously, staggering 


injection, but never became quite unconscious, and 
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got up at 1.30 p.m. when she was milked, and gave 
half a gallon of milk. She was afterwards sold and 
went on well. 

Case No. V1.—Red shorthorn cow, 7th or 8th calf 
calved June 28th, before 6 a.m. I was called at 1 
a.m. on the 29th and found the cow reeling about, but 
not yet down. I treated her as cases 1, 2, 4, and 5, 
but gave no aperient. She was down from 1.30 a.m. 
to 7.80 a.m., and when I called at 9 a.m. was chew- 
ing her cud, she had given only two pints of milk, 
and the udder, which at the time the cow was injec- 
ted was a tremendous size, had almost gone when 
1 called in passing the next morning, the 30th, and 
the cow looked more like what we in Lincolnshire 
call a “drape” than a newly calved cow. I saw the 
owner on the 6th inst. and he tells me the cow 
gradually came to her milk and is now giving 6 gallons 
a day. 

‘This article was unsigned, and the covering letter has 
been mislaid. Perhaps the writer will identify it.—Ep}. 





By Ws. Pennare, F.R.C.V.S., Barnstaple. 


The gratitude of country practitioners is justly due 
to Mr. Mayall for translating Schmidt’s method of 
treating milk fever, thereby calling the attention of 
English veterinary surgeons to the subject; but I 
trust it is not generally assumed that Mr. Thomas is 
ignorant of the difference between grammes and 
grains, or that he does not know the metric system ; 
on the contrary, I believe he is well versed in weights 
and measures, and satisfactorily passed Mr. Finlay 
Dun’s examination table. In Mr. Mayall’s recapitu- 
lation many of us would have been glad if he had 
also repeated Schmidt’s method of injecting fluid into 
the udder. Here, again, I think a word of praise 
should be accorded Mr. Thomas for devising an 
apparatus for the purpose, which I see our instrument 
makers have copied. 

Last week we treated four cases, one, notwithstand- 
ing extreme aseptic precautions, died from acute 
mammitis ; the others su.far are progressing pretty 
favourably. All three stood within fourteen hours. 
The very rapid manner in which a large number of 
cows, after the udder is injected, recover conscious- 
nessand are able to stand, would appear to demonstrate 
almost certainly that the source of parturient 
apoplexy is in the first milk ; and further, the disease 
appearing only at the time when colostrum is present, 
and in animals yielding abnormal quantities of it, and 
also is more prevalent when the conditions are par- 
ticularly favourable to its production, would lead one 
to suppose that if not actually the cause, must in some 
_ be closely connected with the origin of the 
disease. 


to suppose any ofus ignorant. I am referring to the 
first 40 lines chiefly of the article on milk fever appear- 
ing in The Record of May 28th. 

I do not think we are convinced that any of the 
cases brought forward are evidence that potassium 
iodide is a ‘‘ reliable remedy,” particularly as most 
have been treated with such infinitesimal doses as 10: 
grains. As a parallel we should not expect 30 
minims of tincture of opium to.be of any apparent 
benefit when an ounce should have been given. Even 
the human dose of potassium iodide is frequently 
20 grains. 

Mr. Baron records only one case, and in this 
various recognised beneficial agents had been used 
some hours before the injection of the potassium. 

The case of the Welsh cow mentioned in The Record 
of July 2nd, and treated by Mr. Cattell, evidently with 
10 grain doses, we have no details of, and therefore 
must dismiss it, particularly as we do not know what 
other remedies had been used. 

It is clear that whatever treatment Mr. Penhale 
has been previously adopting, it has been very un- 
successful, as he is surprised at, say, 40 per cent. re- 
coveries, and altogether astonished at a cow getting 
on her legs in 12 hours. I am sure most of us would 
expect much better results with immediate attention 
than 50 per cent. recoveries, and for a cow to getup 
and be apparently quite well 12 hours after finding 
her comatose, is a frequent occurrence. The case of 
the cross-bred spoken so much of by Mr. Penhale, 
like Mr. Barron’s, was first treated with a neighbouring 
practitioner’s medicine ; but, unlike Mr. Barron, how- 
ever, this he does not mention. What was there so 
much to see that he regrets he was not present when 
consciousness returned? His third case is of little 
consideration ; and one of the others (I do not know 
which) never even lost power over her limbs, and as 
we are told by him (May 28th) to ‘‘ withhold solid 
food” during treatment from a cow which we expect 
to find unconscious, I am obliged to ask how he 
identifies milk fever? I myself quite agree with him 
that the water injected may be beneficial, but do not 
understand his assertion that iodide of potassium (0 
‘ potassiiodii’’ as he calls it) arrests secretion. ! 
it had that effect we certainly should not use it when 
suppressed secretion is one of the first, if not the first, 
symptom observed, and as has been suggested, very 
probably the cause of the disease. If the sign of 
grammes was not mistaken for that of grairs, it !s 
strange that the same number of grains should have 
been used, and this quantity only 1-15th of the at 
vised dose. Why have we no record of the cases 
said (July 2nd) to have been treated with the 10 
grammes? The former part of the same report te 
port asserts this, and the latter states ‘“ altogether ¥* 





By A. T. Hurron, M.R.C.V.S., Barnstaple. 


have so treated 14 cases’’; and of these we have the 
/account. When did the others occur ? 
| Unfortunately I, too, know the disappointment 


'half a dozen cases in 48 hours ending fatally, 4”. 


t of 


The profession is very much indebted and obliged | with the rest of us should be delighted at the @* 


to those practitioners who record experiences of treat- | 
ment of diseases; but we cannot suffer any member | 
to be so arrogant as to write to a body of learned men 

as if to amateurs, recapitulating the simplest facts | 
of pathology and physiology of which it is an insult | 


covery of specifics. Without Schmidt’s treatment 


have known of 17 or 18 consecutive recoveries. 

Mr. McGavin in his case of June 22nd does no 
mention using anything but the injection, and - 
this the minute quantity only, so we are drivel 
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conclude that, if anything, it was the water that was 
so beneficial. We must not forget that in most of 
the cases quoted, so many hours had elapsed before 
injecting that we should have expected a favourable 
change to have set in by this time in the majority, 
which would terminate favourably. 

Mr. Ascott, of Bideford, who has been very success- 


ful in his treatment, has just had a case where con- 


sciousness returned in 2 hours, ability to stand in 7, 
and apparently perfect health in 10, from the time of 
being discovered in a seemingly dying condition. 
Such an occurrence is not unprecedented, but in this 
case, as well as the usual treatment by the mouth, the 
potassium was immediately injected in the proper 
quantity of grammes, not grains. 








OPERATION FOR BOG-SPAVIN. 
By J. G. Deans, M.R.C.V.5., Bishop Auckland. 


As I have so many letters from my professional 
brethren with reference to the operation for the re- 
moval of ‘* bog-spavin ”’ with the instrument invented 
by me, and also as to the prescription used as an in- 
jection after the synovia has been drawn from the 
joint, I think it will save me a lot of trouble, and I 
hope be of some benefit to the profession, to give the 
following information through your journal. 

The instrument is registered by Messrs. Arnold & 
Sons, London, and only made and sold by them, to- 
gether with instructions as to its use, etc. 

The fluid I have found, after five years experiment- 
ing, to be most efficacious, is: 

RK Hydrarg. per chlor. grs.xx. 
Spt. vini meth. 31. 
Decolourised Iodine zi. 
Inject about 5 ii. into each*joint. 








to clean my syringe, when I heard them shouting out 
that the horse was up. To my own astonishment I 
found the horse upright. He broke out into a pro- 
fuse sweat, and took some hay and sloppy bran. To- 
wards evening, except for the passage several times 
of dark red urine and a slight increase in the pulse, 
he showed nothing abnormal. 

I have since had no further opportunity of trying 
veratrine in a similar case, but when the opportunity 
arises shall do so. 








On tHE EmptoyMent or ARECcOLIN 1x LaAMINITIS.— 
By V.S. Praym, of Stolberg. 


Seeing an account of the employment of arecolin 
in the therapeutical notices in No. 20 of this paper, 
I tried it myself, and have had opportunity of proving 
its usefulnessin several cases. Besides bleeding and 
cold poultices to the feet, every second day an injec- 
tion of arecolin hydrobromate was given, with success 
in every case. In one case, undertaken as an experi- 
ment, I had a quick recovery without bleeding, by 
means of cold poultices and arecolin injections. 


VERATRINE. 


Queyron has used veratrine with more success than 
physostigmine and pilocarpine in impactions, tympani- 
tis, and gastro-intestinal catarrh. Queyron uses hypo- 
dermic injections of 10 centigrammes of veratrine 
sulphate dissolved in tartaric acid and water. After 
a short time the cow becomes restless, and ejects 
quantities of food. The solution used earlier by 
(Queyron caused abscesses at the point of injection, but 
the above does not. 


ReEsorcin. 

Veterinary-Surgeon Heug recommends wea‘ solu- 
tions of resorcinin tympanitis. In apiaries the same 
is used as a prophylactic against the dreaded 
diarrhea, and resorcin is mixed with the autumn 
food. Experienced bee-keepers now use resorcin in- 





ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 





Treatment or HemociosineMia with VERATRINE.— 
By V.S. Wundt, of Linx. 


In the winter, when the cold was very severe, I 
was sent for by a team owner here, who reported that 
while carting wood his horse had fallen down and lay 
completely paralysed in an open field about two miles 
away. When | arrived on the spot I found the horse 
suffering from a severe attack of heemoglobinemia. 
He had been lying for three-quarters of an hour on 
the blank cold ground, and was incapable of exerting 
the slightest voluntary movement. I had the horse 
therefore put on a plank waggon and brought home. 
During the whole transport the horse lay, half on his 
back with all four feet upwards, without stirring ; he 
8ave no evidence of movement, either when being un- 
loaded or dragged into the stable. The owner took 
the Worst view of the case, and my prognosis did not 
Console him. I had the animal put on a good straw 

- and well wisped down, and before I put him in 
i ings, and gave him an injection of a decigramme (a 
ittle Over @ grain) of veratrine. 

Immediately afterwards I turned to enter the house 





stead of salicin preparations. 


Fium Exrracr or Hyprastis. 


Veterinary surgeon Diem has used the extract five 
times in retention of the afterbirth, but never had the 
stated effect, although he gave 50-60 g. at a time.— 
Berliner Thier. Woch. 








VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 





YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 





A special meeting of the Society was held at the 
Queen’s Hotel, Leeds, on July 5th, 1898. The following 
members were present: Mr. W. F. Greenhalgh, president, 
in the chair ; Messrs. A. W. Mason, G. E. Bowman, F. 
Somers, S. Wharam, Leeds: J. 8. Carter, Bradford ; 


| J. Clarkson, Garforth, J. E. Scriven, Tadcaster, and A. 


McCarmick, hon. sec 

The Hon. Sec. read a circular from the Lord Mayor 
of Dublin respecting the Congress of the Royal Institute 
of Public Health to be held in Dublin from the 18th to 
the 23rd August next, and also a communication in re- 
gard to the Congress of Veterinarians to be held at the 
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same time. Subject for discussion : “Tuberculosis in its 
Relation to Public Health.” The Society was requested 
to send delegates. ' 

The PRESIDENT said the question of tuberculosis was 
such a very important matter and hoped two members 
would be appointed from the, Society as delegates. For 
his part he was sorry to say he could not go to Dublin. 

Mr. Somers proposed that two half guineas be sent as 
a subscription to the Congress, which was seconded by 
Mr. Mason and carried unanimously. 

Mr. Mason said as he was going away in August for 
his holidays he would not be able to go, and proposed 
that two delegates, viz., Messrs. Somers and Wharam, 
represent the Society at the Congress. Seconded by the 
Hon. Sec. and carried. Both gentlemen agreed to go if 
at all possible. , 

The PRESIDENT stated that the Entertainment Com- 
mittee had made all arrangements re enterfaining the 
members of the C.V.M.A. on their visit to Leds, on the 
second day. The members will be conveyed in electric 
cars to Kirkstall Abbey, then back through Leeds to 
Roundhay Park. 





LINCOLNSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 





The summer meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Peterboro’", on Thursday, June 30th. Mr. T. Holmes, 
of Bourne, presiding over the meeting, which included 
the following gentlemen: Messrs. W. A. Allott, Up- 
well : T. B. Bindloss, Long Sutton, F. L. Gooch, Stam- 
ford ; J. W. Gresswell, Peterboro’ ; C. Hartley, Lincoln; 
A. Lennox, Crowland ; J. Mackinder, Peterboro’ ; F. H. 
Reeks, Spalding; T. A. Rudkin, Grantham; A. J. 
Sellers, Market Deeping ; J. Smith, Huntingdon, T. W. 
Turner, Sleaford; J. A. Clarke, March; and E. C. 
Russell, Grantham, secretary. 

Letters of apology were read from Prof. Pritchard, and 
Messrs. F. W. Wragg, London ; H. Howse, Lincoln, 
W. H. Brooks, Leadenham; B. Freer, Uppingham ; and 
A. W. Mason, Leeds. 

Mr. C. H. Parr, M.R.C.V.S., of Alford, was unani- 
mously elected a member of the Association. 


Tue Late Capt. RussE... 


Mr. RUDKIN proposed that a vote of condolence be 
sent to Mrs. Russell and family on the death of the late 
Captain Russell, who had for so long a time acted as 
treasurer tothe Association. He said he had known him 
for a great many years and had always found him a kind 
friend and always ready to give his advice and help to 
the younger and less experienced members of the Society 
and by his death they had lost one of their most staunch 
supporters. He had left a family behind him, all of 
whom, he was glad to say, were giving a good account 
of gg peo 7 

Mr. HARTLEY, in seconding, said that in Captai 
Russell he had always found = ned. He had = 
him since the fifties, and when he first commenced prac- 
tice if he had anything to do that was important he al- 
ways went over to see Captain Russell or wrote to him 
for his advice, and he always gave his views in the 
ema re ome His ability and skill were well 

snown to them all and the Associati é 
Sasodieed ke thon Association had often been 


called a good man, and bis death had er i 
led a » a eated : 

ao would be difficult to fill up, and he ee poo 
iat they as a Society could not yet reali ata seri 

my had sustained. te enorme 
Mr. Goocn supported the vote. He had know 

tain Russell since 1881, and he felt th oe, 

sustained a great loss. tte at bed 


He was one of the first in his 


profession and had great abilities which were always at 
the call of any member of the Society. 

The CHAIRMAN fully endorsed the other speakers’ re- 
marks, and put the vote in silence. 
sincerely for their good opinion of his late father, and 
for the sympathy they had 

The minutes of the last meeting were, on the motion 
of Mr. Rudkin, taken as read. ‘ 

A letter was read asking the meeting to appoint a dele- 
gate toattend the Veterinary Congress to be held in 
Dublin on August 18th to 23rd, and after some dis- 
cussion the President remarked that as no other member 
seemed desirous of attending he thought he would take 
his holiday there and combine business with pleasure. 

On the motion of Mr. Rudkin, seconded by Mr. Hartley, 
Mr. E. C. Russell was with acclamation elected as treas- 
urer of the Association in the room of his late father, 
and Mr. Russell thanked the members for their confi- 
dence. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
By J. T. Hotmes, M.R.C.V.S. 


The PrEsmpENT said he deeply regretted that his year 
of office should have been ushered in by the removal by 
death of Captain Russell, their late treasurer, who had 
been for many years the mainstay of the Society, and 
whose removal from the profession left a wide gap that 
it would be difficult to fill. He (the speaker) valued 
these re-unions very much indeed, as it not only gave 
them the opportunity of obtaining and exchanging 
scientitic information, but also ‘of getting practical 
details from men of acute and keen observation—small 
minutize which were not always found in the text books, 
but which often mean the success or failure of the treat- 
ment of a difficult case. 

This interchange of ideas was also of very great value 
in rubbing off the rust which is apt to accumulate on 
practitioners, who, like himself, were fated to practice in 
asmall country town or district. He was glad that 
their work was being better recognised by the Board of 
Agriculture than it had been previously, although there 
was still one point which he oanhe might be remedied, 
and that was, after a report had been sent to the Board 
by the visiting veterinary surgeon, giving an opinion 
that a case was one of swine fever, no intimation was 
returned as to whether that opinion had been confirmed 
or not. Perhaps it was only a small matter, but he 
thought it was showing a lack of courtesy to the Y.5. 
Still he had no doubt if proper representations were 
made to the Board of Agriculture an alteration woul 
be made. 

He had noticed that a considerable movement had 








In private life, he was what is | 


taken place amongst the leading sheep owners as to the 
| Increasing prevalence of sheep scab in this country, 4” 
| he, as one living in a sheep breeding district, would ! 

glad to see a greater stringency, not only in the law It- 
self but in its application as regards sheep affected with 
scab. For as sheep breeding became more and more 
| valuable he thought they would find a tendency on the 
| part of the advanced flock owner to seek the aid of 4 
| skilled V.S. rather than trust to the shepherd, who, how: 
| ever experienced he might be, could not bring to bear Hi 
_ present day scientific knowledge and modern methods ° 
| treatment which were needed on involved and complice 
| ted cases. He was aware that many of his profession 
brethren thought it was somewhat beneath them to te! 
the diseases of domesticated animals other than the hon 
but if it were possible to alleviate pain and modlly het 
course of the disease in any animal, and at the same tint 
advance their own pecuniary interest, it behoved them as 
humane and business men to do whatever they coult. 

Another matter was that of the inspection of me 
Why was it that untrained men, medical and others; 





Mr. E. C. Russert (the romper gf thanked them 
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were nearly always appointed to inspect carcases of meat 
—-men who are often absolutely ignorant of the diseases 
of animals and their effects ? Surely a trained veterinary 
surgeon is the most capable man for such a post, and in 
his opinion it was an absolute necessity to have an expert 
V.S. to decide in such cases. This, to the country V.S., 
was an important matter, as he often had to advise that 
an animal should be slaughtered and sent to market, and 
in doing so they had to be careful to protect their clients 
and themselves as well as to study the interests of the 
general consuming public. He was glad that the black 
cloud which had rested on agriculture had lifted some- 
what, and he hoped that better times were in store for the 
veterinary surgeon. (App.) 

Mr. Goocu proposed that the time of the meetings of 
the Society should be altered from 12.30 to 2.30 p.m., but 
as the alteration did not seem to be favourable to the 
members, Mr. Gooch withdrew the motion. 

Improved instruments were shown by Mr. Gooch and 
Mr. Hartley, and their working explained and 
criticised. 


THE TREATMENT OF CANKER. 
By C. Hartiey, M.R.C.V.S., Lincoln. 





Mr. Hartley said the treatment of canker in a horse’s 
foot was at the best a long and tedious business for the 
ines pa surgeon, and also for the client’s patience and 
pocket. 

Moller describes canker asa disease consisting essen- 
tially in chronic proliferation in the papillz and tissue of 
the Rete, the Papilla becoming enlarged and the cellular 
elements of the Rete undergoing rapid active increase. 
True horn production is checked, the Epithelium pro- 
duced not forming horn, but breaking down and produc- 
Ing a greasy, stinking, grey fluid. It is said that grease 
may produce canker, and canker grease, but this he had 
had no opportunity of observing He expected the time 
would come when they would have a specific element 
isolated as the cause of the affection. The cause, he be- 
lieved, was neglected thrush, with a predisposing consti- 
tutional tendency, the thrush in turn having been 
brought about by neglect of proper management and 
sanitary care of the feet. Considering the filthy—utterly 
filthy surroundings of many horses’ feet it was a wonder 
that there was not more trouble, and if it were not for 
the marvellous antiseptic properties of the earth there 
would be more. This was especially the case with 
horses used in agriculture, but now that the laws of 
nature are becoming more fully understood the common- 
sense treatment of our animals is becoming more general, 
stables are better constructed, and we get every day less 
of this disease, and of others that can be readily men- 
tioned. In the Lincoln district there were not near so 
many cases of canker, ophthalmia or broken wind as there 
were 25 years ago. 

Having made up your mind to commence the treat- 
ment of canker, it must be of the most positive kind, for 
unless the case is in its very earliest stage negative 
measures are of nu use. The first thing to do is to ren- 
der the foot as aseptic as possible, and this is accomplished 
Dy the use of various agents, such as corrosive sub imate, 
carbolic acid, the Tarry emulsion, etc. At present, Mr. 

artley said, he was using a German preparation called 
a8 which is of a carbolic nature, mixed with soap, 
aud Is of a perfectly soluble character. He used a three 
percent. solution, and believed it to possess a high anti- 
septic quality. 

Bs very mild cases, where we can try treatment with- 
aoe caustics must be used, liberally and 
warions Y applied by means of tow, or any of the 
ia a antiseptic woolly dressings. The range of agents 
ak tae sulphate of copper, sulphate of zinc, corro- 

sudimate, nitrate of silver, chloride of zinc, the 





mineral acids, as mixture of sulphur and strong sulphuric 
acid, and the familiar mixture of tar and nitric acid. He 
fancied he had seen the best results from the latter old- 
fashioned remedy. There was also the actual cautery, 
but with all these it was difficult to do just the right 
thing—we do either too much or too little. By doing too 
much we injure the deeper structures of the foot and so 
set up another, and often irreparable injury. During 
the local treatment benefit was often obtained by the 
administration of an aperient, followed by the regular 
use of alteratives, and perhaps the best combination is 
Donovan solution-—liq. arsenic et hydrargii iodidi. Dose 
about one ounce twice a day, mixed with water and 
sprinkled on the food. 

If no benefit accrue from this treatment, then we must 
at once proceed to operate with the knife, and he had 
found the simple form of tourniquet as effectual as any- 
thing to control the bleeding. For the operation the 
animal must be cast, and he thought an anesthetic ought 
to be used. The patient being down, and the affected 
limb released from the hobble, it must be firmly secured, 
by means of a piece of webbing round the shank bone, to 
the other leg, and the tourniquet adjusted above the fet- 
lock. With an ordinary strong sharp drawing knife and 
scalpel extirpate the whole of the diseased surfaces, and 
this will be a long business. Mr. Hartley said he did 
not take away the whole of the sole or wall, unless. 
absolutely necessary, but every particle of aifected tissue 
must be removed, special care being given to all under- 
run horn. When one reads in the text books of “ strip- 

ing the sole,” it seems to give one the impression that 
it has almost to be torn off piecemeal, but this was not 
the way to proceed. The operation must be done de- 
liberately, and the horn removed piece by piece in thin 
shavings, and to hasten this he softened it with a red-hot 
iron. After working a short time, there would be no 
trouble from bleeding if the tourniquet was properly 
applied. During the operation the assistant washes 
away, continually, the debris with a three per cent. 
lysol solution. 

When all the fungus growth has been got rid of, pro- 
ceed to pack the foot, and choose a drug for application. 
The one Mr. Hartley used for that purpose was salicylic 
acid. He first dusted the surface that had been operated 
pe thickly with the acid, then applied a large compress 
of sterilized tow or cotton wooi, well smeared with it, all 
over the affected parts, using plenty of the acid. Then 
bandage with long narrow bandages. When the foot is 
really bandaged, cover all with a piece of canvas or a 
poultice boot, well smeared with ordinary tar. 

Do not interfere with the dressings for two or three 
days, then remove as gently as possible, and re-dress with 
salicylic acid and compress as before. After this, dress 
daily, and in four or five days get the shoe on, applying 
the compress under the iron plate. If all goes wella 
thin film of horn will form, and then the difficulty will 
be surmounted. Continue the pressure upon the sole 
until the horn is tolerably firm, when the animal may be 
sent to work, dressing daily until quite recovered. 

Mr. Hartley feared that he had inflicted a lot of 
minor particulars upon the members, but success or 
failure depends entirely upon the thoroughness with 
which every minute detail is carried out, and, in his 
opinion, canker is curable if the surgeon will act 
promptly. Although he had not seen salicylic acid ad- 
vocated in any of the text books, he would suggest its 
use with the fullest confidence, after the removal of all 
fungoid matter. 

Mr. Goocu said his manner of treatment for canker 
was to very carefully remove all the diseased material, 
and then to burn it deeply. He used the actual cautery 
freely. He never cast the animal in the case of the 
fore-feet. 

Mr. MAcKINDER remarked that canker was a disease 
that gave them a great deal of trouble, but he had been 
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most successful with the hot iron, and he liked to take 
the shoe off. 


Mr. RupKIN thought some horses were subject to the 


disease, and nothing would cure them. He had attended 
to some that seemed to get on and be alright for a time, 
and then they had become as ‘bad as ever. 


Mr. BrnpLoss had used chromic acid, and he had 
tried salicylic acid, but he did not see any difference. 
Mr. J. Smrru said if any came to him with canker, he 


honestly confess that he had not been able to do much 


Mr. At.orr used salicylic acid with the best results. 


and they were all better. 

The PRESIDENT said the best remedy, as far as he 
knew, was nitrate of lead, with exercise gs often as 
possible on a dry dusty road, fur he was convinced that 
exercise was an important factor. He had the shoe 
removed and a leather shoe made. He removed the 
diseased parts with a knife, and used a continuous dres- 
sing of the nitrate of lead, which he found had a 
beneficial effect. 

Mr. Hart ey, in reply, remarked that he had tried, or 
seen tried, most of the different methods that were in 
practice, but he still was of opinion that, if salicylic acid 
was used as he directed, they would find that canker 
could be cured. He thought the best plan was to cast 
the animal, and whether they employed a hot iron or a 
knife, they must be sure to get rid of all the diseased 
material. 

On the motion of Mr. Gresswell, it was decided to buy, 
for the use of the members of the Association, some ad- 
ditional instruments, which would be loaned on payment 
of the carriage. 

Some interesting pathological specimens were ex- 
hibited ; and votes of thanks to the President, and Mr. 
Hartley, for his paper, concluded a pleasant and instruc- 
tive meeting. 

The members afterwards sat down to a splendid dinner, 
provided by the proprietors of the Grand Hotel, and the 
usual loyal and patriotic toasts were duly honoured. 

E. C. RussEiy, Hon. See. 


CENTRAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 





A general meeting was held on Thursday night, July | 


7th, at the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 10. 
Red Lion Square, Holborn, Mr. J. A. W. Dollar, the 
president, occupying the chair. There were also present 
30 fellows of the Society and tive visitors. 
he minutes of the May meeting not having, in conse- 
«juence of being incomplete, been confirmed at the last 
oy if Aa goed were then read, and, on the 
motion of Mr. W. Reekie, seconded by Mr. F.G.§ 
were adopted. . eieninein 
To facilitate business it was moved by Mr. W. F 
s Mr. W. F. 
ees i nee by Mr. H. W. Caton, that the 
minutes of the June meeting be é re 
— g taken as read. 
Mr. A. PrupAMEs moved, and Mr. J. 8. H 
seconded, that these minutes be td tea 
— S — at — were read from Mr. Henry 
‘dgar, anstead; and Maj illi 
Weavich Jor Phillips, A.V.D., 
THe Dustin Conrerence. 


The Hon. Sec. then read a circular | 
: . ar letter f 
Secretary of the Congress of the Royal Institute of Pate 
Health announcing that a conference of veterinarians 
would be held in connection with the Congress, at 10 
: ’ 





a.m. on Friday, the 19th August, 1898, in the Examina- 
tion Hall of Trinity College, Dublin, and inviting the 


C.V.M.S. to send two delegates. 


Mr. J. S. HuRNDALL said that in his capacity as Hon. 
Sec. of the Royal Counties Veterinary Medical 
Society the matter had already come before his notice, 
and the Society mentioned had decided to send two 
delegates and voted them ten guineas each for their 
expenses while attending .the Congress. He thought no 
was too busy to have anything to do with them. He | one could better represent them than their worthy Presi- 
had had some little experience with it, but he must | 


dent, and therefore nominated him. 


Mr. TayLor seconded, adding that one representative 


however, was not sufficient. 


Mr. Doar said he was sensible of the honour they 
He had had three cases during the last twelve months, | wished to do him, but before giving a definite answer it 
| would be necessary for him to consult his partners and 
make arrangements for his practice to go on. If they 
elected him it must be on the understanding that if any 
unforseen circumstances should prevent his attending 


the Congress they would excuse him. 

Mr. Hurnpatu then added to his original motion 
that in the above event the appointment of a delegate 
in his place should be left in their President’s hands 
On being put to the meeting this was carried with 
acclamation. 

Mr. W. F. Barretr nominated Mr. W. Hunting to 
attend as a second delegate with Mr. Dollar. Seconded 
by Mr. A. L. Butters, and duly carried. 

On the motion of Mr. F. G. Samson, seconded by Mr. 
J.S. Hurndall, a sum of ten guineas each was voted to 
the delegates for their expenses whilst attending the 
Congress. Mr. Dollar said he would prefer the post to 
be an honorary one as far as he was concerned. 


ELECTION. 


Mr. W. H. FiLoox, of Putney Hill, S.W., was unani- 
mously elected a fellow. 


THE IMPORTANCE OF CERTAIN DEFECTS IN 
HORSES EXAMINED FOR SOUNDNESS. 


(Discussion on Paper read by Prof. MacquEEN at the 
June Meeting.) 





Mr. J. S. HURNDALL, who opened the discussion, said : 
Mr. President and gentlemen, it will be within the recol- 
lection of those present at the last meeting that our 
friend Professor Macqueen stepped into the breach and 





| filled the void caused by the unavoidable absence of Mr. 
| Barrett, who was to have read a paper on “The Sale of 
| Horses considered from a iagal spect.” Whilst re 
| gretting the latter’s absence we must all rejoice at the 
success which has attended him so early in his profess: 
ional career. We are greatly indebted to Professor 
Macqueen for filling the breach, and I wish to thank him 
personally for his kindness and the ability he displayed 
in handling his subject. He is always a ready debater, 
and his address on this occasion was quite worthy of his 
reputation. I have no wish to criticise Prof. Macquee!, 
as a matter of fact in the greater part of the subject dealt 
with I was at one with him. “4 

[ agree with him that in cart horses corneal opacities 
are not of much importance, but in horses of light 
draught they are worthy of attention. He also refert 
to corpora nigra—whether these will ever interfere wit 
sight I am doubtful. His final point was defectiv? 
lenses, not showing distinct cataract. I have 8 
reason to know that such defects do arise. I think thi! 
the fact that such defects do arise shows the important’ 
of not relying only upon the catoptric test. After 
loping a horse for wind I have examined the eyes 
discovered that although the first image was perfect 
clear, the second was very indistinct, and the third w* 


absolutely obscured. I therefore condemned the ho 
for defective eyesight. 
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With regard to his reference to marks on polls and 
withers, I was quite at one with him. The fact of them 
having been in existence at a previous period does not 
render the horse less valuable. 

I should not be disposed to pass a horse (whether car- 
riage or cart horse) that had a distinct thecal swelling. 
Swellings in connection with the flexor tendons are con- 
ditions which are decidedly objectionable. It is a case I 
think that affords an opportunity for a veterinary sur- 
geon to render good service to a client by warning him 
that such an animal is not worth his attention. 

Professor Macqueen refers to two kinds of windgalls— 
articular and tendinous—and intimates that occasionally 
those of a flexible character are removable by bandaging. 
I think windgalls which cause lameness are to be regard- 
ed seriously, and should not be passed over. 

The Professor seems to think that some members of 
our profession would talk lightly of blemished knees. 
Personally I can hardly understand anyone passing over 
the fact. I take it that it does not take much examina- 
tion to discover a knee which is blemished. One is 
justified in believing that the animal has been down. It 
is one of those points which must be left, and pointed out 
to the would-be buyer. 

I do not agree with our friend as to splints, at 
least if I understand his remarks rightly. He does not 


they develop curbs. I consider the curb a serious defect 
at the time. 

Flat feet are certainly objectionable, but do not consti- 
tute unsoundness. I think that locality has a good deal 
to do with the production of flat feet. Horses that are 
bred on marshy land will have, generally, a tendency to 
flat, thin soles. 

I cannot agree with Professor Macqueen when he says 
that he attaches little importance to narrow heels. Where 
the heels are narrow there is a disposition to elongation 
of the hoof, indicative of navicular disease. Sandcrack 
shows a want of integration in the horny tissue. 

Sidebones he attaches little importance to, but I 
certainly think that sidebone is calculated to ultimately 
bring on lameness. I daresay that in purchasing a cart- 
horse it might be difficult to find one without any indi- 
cation of sidebone. 

With these few remarks I will conclude, whilst again 
thanking Professor Macqueen for his kindness. 

Mr. F. G. Samson : I must also congratulate Professor 
Macqueen on his instructive paper. It seems to me how- 
ever that there are too many things to which he attaches 
little or no importance. With regard to splints I do not 
agree with him. I should not pass a horse with splints 
whether recently formed or not. I think the age should 
be considered. If the animal is 7 or upwards you may 








attach so much importance, I understand him to say, to 
an existing splint as to the possibility of a new splint | 
arising at a future date. As far as my experience goes a | 
splint is not important in a horse over six years of age, | 
but it is in horses of from three to four years. I have | 
known cases where a horse has been going perfectly | 
sound, but after a time—perhaps four or five days— 
lameness has declared itself as the evidence of splint. I 
think that sometimes a splint may be present and the | 
horse going perfectly sound with it, but after a time a | 
further development of the splint will take place, and 
this fact should not be overlooked. If the horse is going 
sound at the time of purchase, the buyers should be | 
warned of this particular splints existence, particularly 
if it be on the exterior portion of the metacarpal bone. I 
have found that when the splint gets a little larger a 
tenderness is exhibited—-not only is the splint itself sore, 
but the tendon also. I do not think we should pass over 
a splint lightly. 

Professor Macqueen distinguishes between nodules 
and a complete ring in the form of a ringbone, and states 
that when nodules are present he does not attach so 
much importance to it as if the ring were complete. I 
have found that the nodules are just as objectionable as 
the complete ring. They may appear in different parts 

ut are as much a cause of lameness as if the exostosis 
had been right round the joint. 
b e does not attach much importance to unequal hips, 
ut thinks that the market value is lessened to a certain 
extent. If the fracture isan important one, I take it 
that a horse that is down in the hip cannot be so useful 
asif without it. There must be a lack of power in the 
contractility of the muscles attached to that part. | 
contend that the animal is not only less sightly but is 
not so useful as it would otherwise be. 
ow much difficulty arises in determining whether a 
on has spavin or not. I have seen horses before now 
maned for spavin which merely had large, full hocks | 
~ as always been a matter of difficulty to me to know | 
“ ae manipulate a hock whether there is exostosis | 
byes A fear exists in the minds of some practitioners | 
phew 4 should pass a big hock and not notice that there | 

Spavin present. 
4 aio, one, Would pass over a horse which had curbs. If | 
nine In . mine had a horse with a curb I should ad 

ie time o get rid of it. Iam not at one with Professor 
ie imatd een when he suggests that it is the tendon which 

nplicated. TI have seen horses which are described as 








aving sickle hocks and after being put into heavy work 


safely conclude that the splint has done growing. I do 
not believe that ligaments interfere with the splint, or 
vice Versa, 

With regard to the hock, the kind of work that the 
horse is doing should be thoroughly considered. Ifa 
horse is 4 or 5 years old and has a spavin, and has been 
purchased for hunting, it will not be much good—-the 
spavin will increase. Professor Macqueen states that if 
a horse is not lame, shows fair hock action and uses the 
joints freely, he does not care very much whether it has 
bone-spavin or not, but has he ever seen a horse with 
good hock action that has spavin. I agree with his re- 
marks regarding curb, but if the horse so afflicted is 
intended for hunting I do not think it should be allowed 
to go out. 

I cannot agree with the Professor as to flat feet. I am 
always buying horses and have frequently been tempted, 
on account of price, to buy horses with flat feet. Such 
horses are predisposed to corn, and what I consider gener- 
ally weak feet. 

Side bones. Again I cannot agree with him. I fre- 
quently come across horses which have gone lame from 
sidebone. Before buying a horse sv afflicted it should 
be well considered where he is going to work as well as 
what kind of work. If where they have soft roads, all 
right, but if not he had better be left alone 

Mr. W. F. Barretr: I hope I am not out of order 
here in thanking you all for your kindness in excusing 
me, and may I express my appreciation of the ‘remarks 
which have fallen from the lips of Mr. Hurndall. I do 
not however consider that they are merited. He has 
mere of my having reached a position of distinction in 
the legal profession, but I do not think that this is the 
case. Owing to my unavoidable absence at St. Neots I 
was of course unable to attend the last meeting and so 
wrote to my friend, Professor Macqueen, asking him to 
do what he could for me. I am very pleased to hear that 


he has given you such a splendid paper, and take this 


opportunity of thanking him. 

Mr. H. W. Caton : The paper under discussion was an 
eminently practical one. ith regard to marks on poll 
and withers, | attach more importance to them than 
many people. The Professor has the examining of 
herses at the Royal Veterinary College, London, N.W., 


| and givesan opinion, but he does not have to live with 


them as we do. Windgalls are matters I take little 
notice of. Have come across cases where they have be- 
come hardened. I have a great objection to chipped 
knees. Ifa horse has been down once it is likely to 
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come to grief again A horse of Burdett Coutts’ recently 
made 200 guineas although it had a large blemish on one 
knee. I must confess that I should think twice before I 
asked a man to purchase a horse with blemished knees. 
Splints are a continual source of annoyance to me, par- | 
ticularly in high action horses. I find animals with | 
splints are very unsatisfactory purchases. Spavin 1s | 
a very wide question and it is difficult at times to tell | 
whether a horse is spavined or not. My experience of 
hocks is that 75 per cent. of horses examined have coarse 


hocks. With cart horses it generally depends upon the 
locality. Ido not like curbs although at the present 


time I am driving a horse with curb. With regard to 
their curability I shall expect we shall hear at a future 
time from our friend, Mr. Hurndall. Speaking of side- 
bones I think 75 per cent. of the horses which come 
before one have these, but young horses should not have 
them. Flat feet I object to for the same reason as Mr. 
Samson, and narrow and blocky feet I do not like at all. 
Mr. W. Huntinc: Mr. Sampson seems to think Pro 
fessor Macqueen holds rather easy ideas. If Me. Sampson 
ever has a horse he wants examined, let me advise him 
not to send him to the Professor. It is difficult to talk 
about these things over a table, we all agree here, but 
probably hold our own opinions outside. With regard 
to marks and blemishes, you must see the animal—-there 
are so many qualifications to be considered. There were 
» good many people present at the sale of the horse 
referred to by Mr. Caton, who thought he was quite 
worth the money paid, and I reckon they were right ; 
ou cannot buy many horses like him. Somebody said 
1e never suw a horse use his hocks well with a spavin. 
I am surprised to hear this. How many horses go lame 
permanently with a spavined hock? Nowadays it isa 
rare thing indeed to find a horse lame with spavin. 
Speaking of chipped knees, the blemish on the knee is 
in itself nothing. You are going to read into this that 
the horse fell. You see a horse which either crosses his 
legs, or has some other such bad action, and you read 
that into a chipped knee. The chipped knee itself is 
not of much importance. It is sonmiias else you are 
looking at. 
You see a curb on the horse. 
mains of a wound ? 
been there. I cannot understand where the gravity of a 


Is it disease, or the re- 


curb comes in—at most it means the animal being off | 
I have a pretty large ex- | 


work three or four weeks. 





It points to something that has | 


} 
} 
| 
| 


perience of ’bus horses, and only twice have I had to fire | 


a bus horse with curb. 
had two curbs, but Ido not think I shall ever stop one 
again. 

‘What is a capped hock? Merely the result of an 
accident—-no grave structural injury. 
What is the value of them? The fact of finding a horse 
with firing marks does not show that there is anything 
under them. [am sorry to see, too, that median. neur- 
otomy is selected in preference to metacarpal neurotomy 
heeause it ts more easily detected. I am inclined to 
think that if one could always diagnose between injury 
and sprain, that there are many cases which we should 
look upon as trivial. There was an interesting discus- 
sion in The Live Stock Journal lately, respecting marks 
and blemishes. I think blemishes ought to be put down 
generally as the result of accident. 

Major J. A. Nunn, A.V.D.: I do not consider corneal 
opacities of great importance. With regard to marks on 
the poll, during my experience in India, I don’t remem- 
ber having come across a case of this kind, although the 
natives think nothing of hitting animals over the head 
with heavy bludgeons. Ringbones and nodules have 
been mentioned. In India it is a custom to hobble 
horses, and a very large number have these enlargements 
A defect called “down in the hip” was also mentioned. 
[ think in this the horses only need a little care. A 
large number of horses in India are afflicted in this way, 


I once stopped a horse which | 


Firing marks— | 





| 


and there does not seem to be much objection to them. 
Bog spavin has also been mentioned and said not to 
cause lameness. In the East, where working oxen are 
used, bog spavin is a common occurrence. ith 1egard 
to contracted heels, the majority of the Persian horses 
have contracted heels. I have had some thousands 
through my hands, and have not once seen a case of 
navicular disease. 

Prof. MACQUEEN, in replying, said : I do not intend to 
detain you for many seconds, because the object I had in 
view has been attained, perhaps not to the full, but at 
any rate to a considerable extent. -.1 notice that most of 
the speakers have steered clear of defects of the eyes. 
My object was to draw an expression of opinion from 
the Society, and in this 1 claim to have been successful. 
I have heard the opinions of many, but have not heard 
anything to-night to cause me to alter my own opinions. 
[ only intend now touching on some of the points which 
have been mentioned. I still contend that windgalls of 
a certain kind are serious. I am pleased to hear the 
remarks which have been made with regard to blemished 
knee. 

I pass on tu notice a remark or two made concerning 
splints. Mr. Samson was very strong on splints. I do 
not pass a horse with splints, as anyone will see on refer- 
ence to my paper. I always try to minimise the import- 
ance. I attach little importance to a formed splint in a 
horse of any age, but am prepared for a recurrence of 
lameness arising from splints that may come afterwards. 
There is nothing more likely, indeed, it is a weekly, if 
not a daily occurrence. It may be that a young horse, 
since arriving in London, has been lame from splints. 
After a time he is ready to show, and is passed by the 
veterinary surgeon, except for splints. He goes into the 
new owner's hands, but how long does he work without 
showing? I call that a case of arrested splint, a case 
where the horse has a splint, but owing to idleness he 
has failed to show lameness. As to the position of 
splints, I like to hear gentlemen talk of an exostosis that 
touches the ligament—how many ligaments are there 
that are likely to come into contact with splints! I 
specially excepted from my remarks the exostosis of 
splints under the suspensory ligament. 

Exostosis of the pastern. If Mr. Sampson had care- 
fully read the purport of my remarks, he would have 
seen that I did not allude to ring-bone as generally under- 
stood, but ring-bone as an exostosis of the pastern. In 
cab horses a growth also appears in another position, an 
is generally known as the “cab-horse disease.” Mr. 
Sampson attributes this enlargement to the work of the 
horse before entering into cab service. In the great 
majority of cases cab horses arrive in London without 
any such enlargement ; it it only afterwards that exos- 
tosis is found. There are exceptions, of course. Mr. 
Samson does not agree with my remarks regarding hocks, 
particularly spavin ; and he says that horses having bone 
Spavin cannot have good hock action. It is a very &* 
ceptional case indeed, in fact, it is only in museums at 
knackers’ yards that one finds a case of spavin involving 
an articulation of the hock. I am again surprised that 
Mr. Sampson has not carried forward his anatomica 
knowledge to the present day. I am supported in my 
view by Mr. Hunting, and, coming from the lips of an 
examiner, it is important to know that he does not look 
upon bone spavin as being very serious. 

I must thank Mr. Hurndall for the very lenient way” 
which he alluded to my remarks. I think his chie 
point was made with regard to flat feet, to which he 0” 
Jects. He objects to narrow heels, and thinks them 
serious. I do not. Sidebone is where we differ. 1° 
re-iterates the old idea of attributing lameness t0 this 
cause. I maintain that there is not one horse in a BU» 
dred, perhaps in several hundreds, that is ever lame from 
uncomplicated sidebone. [f Mr. Samson says that @ 


horse will work longer with a soft lateral cartilage, BY 
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answer is that his diagnosis is incorrect. One diagnoses 
lameness and puts it down to proceed from sidebone. 
The chances are there is some other cause. 

Mr. Caton has had many more opportunities of follow- 
ing out cases of chipped knees, and I think his remarks 
are distinctly favourable to my views on the subject. I 
do not agree with Mr. Hunting regarding the seriousness 
or non-seriousness of curbs. There are some which are 
serious, and others which are not curable. 

Mr. Hunting remarked with reference to an injury to 
a tendon, that if a horse sustained an injury in the form 
of acut to the flexor tendons that the lameness was 
likely to pass off. I can remember the case of a coach- 
man-gardner who in cutting the string of an improvised 
bandage with his knife, the point of latter penetrated the 
flexor tendons. There was hemorrhage and swelling. 
For many weeks the horse was lame, and after treatment 
extending over a considerable period it was dismissed 
for general exercise. The cob is still slightly lame on 
exercise. 


when we shall have to assert ourselves in a forcible 
manner ; and | think if you would strengthen your hands 
you should pass a resolution protesting against such prac- 
tices. It is a painful thing to observe that members of 
our own profession are prepared to say anything, on 
oath, to defeat the veterinary surgeons opposed to them. 

(It was here mentioned that the meeting had ex- 
ceeded the usual time, and, according to custom, a reso- 
lution was passed extending the meeting until the 
business was disposed of; proposed by Mr. Barrett, 
seconded by Mr. Caton.) 

After further discussion, it was moved by Mr. Huntin 
and seconded by Mr. James Rowe— the case Roya 
Society v. Currell, at the Thames Police Court—* That 
this meetingfinds no trace of laminitis or navicular disease 
in the two horse’s feet shown, and desires to emphasise 
the assertion that a post-mortem examination of the 
feet of the horse is more reliable than an opinion formed 
from symptoms during life.” Carried unanimously. 

Proposed by Professor Macqueen, and seconded by Mr. 





Now with regard to bog spavin, what I said was this, | Hurndall, “that a copy of the foregoing resolution be 


that bog spavin when causing lameness is not likely to 
come before the veterinary surgeon when examining for 
lameness. 

Well now, gentlemen, I have nothing more to say re- 
garding the points raised, but am sorry that a larger 
number did not consider it worth while to take part in 
the discussion. I do not expect that the methods of prac- 
tice of examining horses for soundness will be altered 
from to-night. At the same time I have alluded to one 
ortwo points which are frequently too lightly passed 
over. If what I have said will cause a little more atten- 
tiun to be given to the subject then I am sufficiently 
repaid. I thank you for your kindness in listening to me. 

It was then proposed by Mr. Caton, and seconded by 
Mr. Samson, that Professor Macqueen be heartily thanked 
for his paper and further remarks on the sade this 
evening. Carried. 


SPECIMENS. 


Mr. Porcu produced a portion of the diaphragm of a 
horse which he said had been in the stud about 10 years. 
It died very suddenly. It was working all right one day 
and on the next day (a Sunday) it died. I made a post- 
mortem in the evening, and found that the chest con- 
tained a large quantity of fluid. I examined the lungs 
and found the pleura and the.pericardium covered with 
a large number of nodules. I sent the specimen to Pro- 
fessor M’Fadyean who pronounced it a case of tubercu- 
losis, although he could not find tuberculosis bacilli. 

The specimen was then passed round for inspection.) 

Mr. W. Huntine produced the fore feet of a horse 


forwarded to the magistrate referred to, and the profes- 
sional witnesses for the prosecution. Carried. 

The CHarRMAN: The Hon. Treasurer wishes me to 
state that some subscriptions are still in arrears and this 
meeting practically closes our year, he would consider it 
a favour if those gentlemen who have not already done so 
wonld pay their subscriptions. 

On the motion of Mr. Barrett, seconded by Mr. Perry- 
mann, Mr. Porch and Mr. Hunting were then thanked 
for the specimens shown. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman brought the meeting 
to a close. 








Royal College of 
Veterinarp Surgeons. 


The written examination was held in London on 
the 7th, and the Oral and Practicals on and between 
the 13th and 16th July. The following gentlemen 
passed their Final Examination and were admitted 
members of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons : 


RoyaL VETERINARY COLLEGE. 
Mr. W. H. Anderson Mr. H. W. Percy 


| 
C. W. Abrams | * C. F. Parsons 
| 





(sectioned), which he stated had been taken from a horse J. Buckingham + C. Radway 
respecting which there had been an enquiry in the Law W. H. Brown G. J. Roberts 
Courts. The horse was alleged by the veterinary sur-| * G. W. Bloxsome H. T . Ryan 
geon for the plaintiff to be suffering from laminitis and| * E. Brown | | P. W. Smith 
navicular disease, although there was no trace of same, J. W. Conchie | J. B. Walker , 
which would have been pointed out in the veterinary evi- | * R. W. Carless W. M. Williams 
dence for the defence. The magistrate would not, however, | A. H. Cory | H. A. Woodruff 
accept the evidence. The horse was subsequently slaugh- | E. T. Ensor | * T. Wolsey . 
tered, and Mr. Hunting had the feet sectioned. He found | T. Elliott | W. R. Williams 
hotraces whatever of chronic laminitis or naviculardisease, | W. H. Hirst A. Whicher 
and would like to hear what the meeting had to say after L. W. Heelis E. A. L. Fenner 
they had examined the feet. After the feet had been| * E. O. Lander F. W. Cox 
passed round the table the Chairman asked for an ex-| * J. W. Oakley #. F. Gould 
Pression of opinion regarding their condition. H. O. Oliver R. L. Green 
ane Baznerr, barrister-at-law, said: I think it im- E. Peacey | 

é at you shou ss an opinion that there is no 7 eee aes 
trace cf chronic lonladils of sivisulas disease in these New VETERINARY COLLEGE 
ont © way magistrates lean to the veterinary evi- | Mr. F. C. Fountain Mr. H. Whipp. 
dence for the prosecution is notorious. I myself lost a G. E. Hamilton G. H. White 
ase the other day similar to this ; the magistrate before : : me 
wiom I appeared said he had made up his mind, and | RoyaL Dick VETERINARY COLLEGE. 





nothing I could say would alter it. The time has come | 


Mr. C. E. Orton, 
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The following passed their Third Examination: 
RoyaL VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


Mr. A. M. Brodie * Mr. A. L. Purdy 
J. Cane  * —. J. Quinlan 
* 


* H.S. Elphick C. E. Rix 
H. H. Jeffries D. H. Rait 
* G. Lockwood C. Roberts 
W. Lawson C. M. Sharpe 
* J. Lee E. L. Siddall 
W. R. Neale J.J. B. Tapley 
F.S. Probyn J.M. Tate — 
J. H. Poles * G. H. Wooldridge 


Royat Dick VETERINARY COLLEGE. 
Mr. Thos. Hogg. 
The following passed their Second Examination : 


* Mr. D. A. Aitchison Mr. P. T. B. Bassett 
H. Anthony | * R. J. Collfigs 
* H. H. Aldred W. G. Flanagan 
G. H. Broad H. Greenfield a 
* The Kumar Shri Jethiji 
* Mr. F. E. Mason 


H. Cooper 
+ J. A. Dixon * H. A. Reed 
* E.S. Gillett * J. T. Share Jones 
* K. Hewlett * C. Tyler 

A. Leaming + H. Thackeray 

E. Nicholson * G. Tucker 

W. 5S. Stevens * L. M. Verney 

E. Child C. W. Wilson 


* E. J. Wadley 
New VETERINARY COLLEGE. 
Mr. J. Stafford. 
The following passed their First Examination :— 


Mr. J. Adamson Mr. F. Hopkin 
J.G. Angwin H. D. Jones 


E. P. Argyle P. J. B. Kelland 
J. R. Baxter + A. Littlejohn 
G. 8. Bruce E. S. Oliver 
G. Crowhurst * W. T. Olver 
W. H. Chase * R. Paine 

J. L. Cooper * §. F.G. Pallin 
D. R. Davis KE. M. Perry 
H. H. S. George + F. W. Robards 
L. G. Gryspeerdt A. G. Saunders 
J.C. Hally W. E. Schotield 
J. Harrison | E.C. Webb 


A. W. B. Hodgson 
Roya Dick VETERINARY COLLEGE. 
Mr. T. B. Redding | Mr. T. J. Keall 
Mr. W. Nairn. 
New VETERINARY COLLEGE. 
Mr. L. W. Lloyd | Mr. G. T. Anderson. 


Marked thus * passed with 2nd class honours. 
t * » Ist 


” ” 
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G.S. Wurremore, Langport, Som. 
W. Irwiy Rosrts, je April, 1863. 
C. G. Pouxron, Coggeshall. Graduated, July, 1881. 
A. E. Datay, Docking, Reanueted, Lond., Jan., 1878 


“DOCKING.” 


Sir 

The above subject has recently excited great interest 
among practitioners, and various opinions have been 
given as to the utility or necessity for the operation. 

It must be admitted on all sides that in nine instances 
out of ten horses are sent to veterinary surgeons to be 
“docked” simply because the owners wish to improve 
the appearance of the animals. This is fashion ; and the 
cases in which the operation is performed as a safeguard 
to prevent horses getting the reins under the tail, are 
few and far between. 

Dealers dock their own horses and those of their 
friends. Why? Togeta better price for the horses by 
improving the animal’s appearance. And few will deny 
that in the majority of instances horses look better with 
tails that have been docked. 

Let us be honest in the matter and not pretend to 
make the public believe that we dock horses for surgical 
purposes. We do it in the majority of cases at the 
desire of our clients ; if we refuse, some one else does the 
work. Some condemn what they term indiscriminate 
docking, but we should like to enquire where to draw 
the line. Itis absurd to think that a client will adhere 
to the advice of his veterinary surgeon, if the latter tells 
him that a certain horse does not require to be docked 
because there is no surgical reason for doing so. There 
are many veterinary surgeons who conscientiously believe 
that except in cases of deformed tails docking is nota 
surgical operation, that is, it does not serve any useful 
purpose. But such men to put their opinions into prac- 
tice must be possessed of independent means, or else they 
cannot afford to ask their clients to go elsewhere when 
they bring in horses to be docked. If docking is to be 
made illegal, then let the owners of the horses be prose- 
cuted as well as the veterinary surgeons who perform the 
operation. 

The method of performing the operation with the aid 
of cocaine as described by Mr. J sade in The Veterinary 
Record of June 25th, is one to be very highly commend- 
ed, and if such can be carried out it will do away with 
the question of cruelty. No one will deny that as at 
present performed, docking is a very painful operation, 
and not one calculated to impress an on-looker as being 
conducted on surgical principles. The application of a 
red hot iron to a bleeding sensitive stump cannot 
otherwise than acutely painful. Of course if we ignore 
the sensibility of the horse to pain, we shall be satisfied 
with the present method. Possibly the British horse- 
owners may in the future lose the craze for docking 
horses, and, as in America, only have the operation per- 
formed when necessary. It would certainly be the 
exception rather than the rule for a veterinary surged 
to ask a client the reason why a certain horse should be 
docked. The answer would hardly be, to prevent the 
animal getting the reins under the tail ; and if instruc 
tions of any kind are given they are with reference 
having the tail cf a proper length so as to make the 
animal look as well as possible. And docked horses et 
get the reins under the ‘tail (only last week I was 1 
formed of a case of this) and what is more they can hol 
them rather firmly there. 

_ Then again if docking were made illegal, a source of 
income would be lost to the veterinary surgeon. i 
is no use denying this fact, and in some districts it woul 
mean a considerable loss. It would be very unfair t 
to allow dealers and grooms, etc., to dock horses w!t 
impunity while veterinary surgeons would be preve? 
from so doing. But, at the same time, it is pure pias 
crisy for veterinary surgeons to assert that they ‘ 
horses for “surgical” reasons, or for philanthropt 
motives, or that the owners of horses order the operat? 
to be performed for similar conditions.— Yours ete. 





Graduated, Lond. April, 1877 


E. Waxis Hoase 


Cork, July 5th. 
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